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It is my privilege to present my second Chairman’s Foreword. The year 2024 was a fruitful one with
great fulfillments for the Association. As a non—profit organization, the Association has committed

to providing affordable sexual and reproductive health services to grassroots communities. Over the
past year, the Association has actively Tulfilled its mission by launching innovative health care projects
and promoting social innovation to meet the diverse health needs of the community. The Association
places special emphasis on Hong Kong's low fertility rate and the needs and development of our young
generation, and has made recommendations to the Government, including strengthening support for
fertility—related services, promoting youth sexual and reproductive health services, and advancing
comprehensive sexuality education, in response to the core themes of the 2024 Policy Address: “Reform
for Enhancing Development and Building Our Future Together™.

In recent years, Hong Kong's economic structure has undergone transformation, while citizens’
willingness to have children has significantly declined. The challenges brought about by the low
birth rate in recent years have attracted widespread attention from all sectors of the socisty. To
address this challenge, the Association, in collaboration with the Department of Social Work and
Social Administration of the University of Hong Kong, organized a Forum titled “To Parent or Not

To Parent: Reflection on Planned Parenthood” on 24 May 2024. The event aimed to foster dialogue,
brainstorm solutions and promote early family planning. The Forum brought together government
officials, academics, an expert in assisted reproduction, youth representatives and professionals from
the education, healthcare and social welfare sectors. Participants explored the root causes of low
birth rate from multiple perspectives and discussed strategies to forge a more childrearing—friendly
environment for the society — such as policy reforms and enhanced access to assisted reproductive
treatments.

The Government has been providing family planning services through various channels, offering
fertility guidance and related support services to individuals planning to start a family. To align with
the Government’s policy of encouraging childoirth, the Jockey Club “Fertiwell” Programme, generously
funded by The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust, was launched as a four—year initiative from



2024 to 2028 to fully fund eligible couples of childbearing age for a range of fertility—related services
to help them plan for childbirth and start a family. The Programme offers comprehensive services
including pre—marital check—up, pre—-marriage preparation group, pre—pregnancy check—up, early
pregnancy assessment, female subfertility service and women’s health check—up services. The
Programme aims to raise public awareness about the importance of family planning, and to provide
financial assistance to couples facing economic difficulties, enabling them to access appropriate
medical and counselling services, alleviate fertility obstacles, and help them fulfill their wishes of having
children and building a family.

I would like to sincerely thank all the Association’s Council and Committee members, members,
volunteers, and enthusiastic individuals for their strong support and valuable feedback. | also extend my
gratitude to the Association’s colleagues for fulfilling their duties, demonstrating professionalism, and
showing dedication to service over the past year. My sincere thanks also go to Dr Cheung Tak—hong,
who retired from the Council after completing his maximum tenure and will continue to guide us as our
Honorary Adviser, for his valuable contribution during his time as Council Member. | am also pleased to
welcome Prof Chan Kar—loen, Karen, Prof Ho Tin—hung, Rainbow and Dr Leung Man—fuk, Edward to
the Council.

The redevelopment schedule for the FPAHK Yuen Long Building has been established, ensuring
effective alignment with the planning and development of the Northern Metropolis. Looking ahead, the
Association will continue to work hand in hand with the Government to promote and provide sexual and

reproductive health services, benefiting more members of the community.

Mr Thomas Wong
Chairman
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