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2019 was a challenging year for Hong Kong, as social unrest
and political issues took precedence over livelihood matters
in our community. Against the background of uncertainty
and socioeconomic disruption, | am gratified to see that
our Association was able to successfully host the 7th Asian
Conference on Sexuality Education (ACSE7) in partnership
with the Department of Special Education and Counselling
of The Education University of Hong Kong on 18-19 October
2019. Themed “Challenges of Sexuality Education: Inclusion,
Relevance, Comprehensiveness”, the Conference explored from
different perspectives the challenges and opportunities facing
the development of sexuality education in Asia. This invaluable
opportunity for open exchange inspired participants with renewed
vigour and conviction to further promote and strengthen sexuality
education in Asian communities.
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The year 2020 will mark the 70th Anniversary of the
Association, which was established in 1950. Facing the global
challenge of COVID-19 pandemic, we shall be commemorating
our milestones by harnessing digital technology. Plans in the
pipeline include launching a series of posts, games and photo-
frames on our Facebook and "Tak and Kar" social media
platforms from August to November 2020, and producing a
video chronicling the Association’s history, development and
achievements. The Association has served Hong Kong for the
past 70 years and will continue to do so, providing sexual and
reproductive health services, information and education, and
upholding our core values of respect, responsibility, acceptance,
inclusion and care.

| would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Prof
Hextan Ngan, our President, on being awarded the International
Planned Parenthood Federation ESEAOR Volunteer Award last
year. The Award recognized Prof Ngan’s leadership in the field
of sexual and reproductive health and rights as well as her
invaluable contribution beyond national boundaries. | would also
like to extend my heartfelt thanks to Dr Susan Fan, our Executive
Director who will retire in 2021, for her leadership and dedicated
service over the past twenty-five years. | also thank each and
every one of our Council members, volunteers, staff, donors for
their unfailing support, especially during the difficult times in the
past year. On the foundations of our competitive strengths, we
pledge to meet our future challenges with vigour and vision.
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