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Dr Susan Fan, JP, Executive Director

Last year, we made further inroads in our multi-pronged efforts
to prevent cervical cancer. As the implementing agent of the
Community Care Fund (CCF) Cervical Cancer Vaccination
Pilot Scheme launched in October 2016, we provided HPV
vaccination for over ten thousand teenage girls from low
income families at our three Youth Health Care Centres
(YHCC), together with public education and promotion to raise
awareness among parents and their daughters about cervical
cancer and its prevention. To celebrate the 20th Anniversary
of the establishment of the HKSAR, the Kwai Tsing District
Office also sponsored HPV vaccination at our Kwai Fong
YHCC for girls residing in the district. The Association was
one of the three service providers appointed for another CCF
project, the CCF Pilot Scheme on Subsidised Cervical Cancer
Screening and Preventive Education for Eligible Low-income
Women, launched in December 2017. We continued to
partner with the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology of
The University of Hong Kong to offer the part-time Continuing
Nursing Education program in September 2017 to train
cervical smear takers.

The Association introduced new initiatives in other areas of
sexual and reproductive health. We successfully obtained
funding from The Community Chest of Hong Kong for a three-
year program titled “Every Bone Counts” to provide 1,800
bone densitometry tests to women aged 65 and above who had
never been tested nor treated for osteoporosis. The program
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was launched in May 2017, and on World Osteoporosis Day
on 20 October 2017, we urged elderly women to be aware of
their risk of osteoporosis and take proactive action to prevent
the silent disease. To enhance the scope of early pregnancy
assessment, we introduced non-invasive prenatal testing in
November 2017. For greater cost-effectiveness, we closed
our aging Tai Wai Clinic in December 2017 and redeployed
the resources to extend the service hours and increase the
service capacity of our other clinics.

The Association continued to collaborate with other
organizations in promoting sexual and reproductive health.
Our “Sexual and Reproductive Health Education Program
for Marginalized Women’s Groups”, supported by a three-
year grant from The Community Chest of Hong Kong, was
successfully run from 2014 to 2017 in partnership with
different community organizations serving the target groups.
An experience sharing session was held on 22 June 2017
to present the Program’s achievements and showcase the
models and teaching kits developed for specific women’s
groups. Sponsorship was further obtained to offer these
marginalized populations 300 free pap tests and access to
relevant information materials. We were invited by the Jockey
Club School of Public Health and Primary Care of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong to jointly organize a menopause
education and support project from 2017 to 2019.

In the area of sexuality education, the Association was again
invited by the Special Preventive Programme of Department
of Health to organize the World AIDS Campaign 2017 themed
“Know AIDS, No AIDS”. An award presentation ceremony
was held on 18 November 2017 to promote public awareness
and to commend the efforts of students who had participated
in the Creative School Projects on HIV/AIDS Prevention. To
promote family sexuality education, our youth volunteers’ peer
education team Famplus2 organized a “Family Treasure Hunt”
in April 2017. We promoted our sexuality education resources
and services in the annual Book Fair in July 2017 and the 25th
International Baby/Children Products Expo in August 2017.
We jointly produced new books “A Parent’s Guide on Tackling
Sexual Queries of Pre-teen Children” and “All About Sexuality
[l — 139 More Facts for Teens” with local publishers. To monitor
trends in the sexual attitude, knowledge and behaviour of
young people, our serial Youth Sexuality Study 2016 was
completed and the findings released at a press conference
on 12 June 2017. A seminar was held on 7 October 2017 to
explore how the issue of young people’s exposure to online
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pornography and dating apps/websites could be addressed.
We also launched our revamped website in November
2017 and issued monthly e-news to our thousands of web
members. To cater for changes in the popularity of social
network channels, our youth volunteers’ peer counselling team
opened a Facebook page on 1 January 2018 to replace the
e-counselling service.

The above highlighted achievement and other services in the
past year would not have been attained without the selfless
support of all our volunteers, staff, donors and partners, for
which | extend my most heartfelt appreciation.
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Dr Susan Fan, JP
Executive Director



