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Mr Chen, Professor Ngan, Members and Staff of the Association, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, 

 

I now have the pleasure of making a few remarks on behalf of the Council and the 

Association. We are very privileged to have Mr Philip Chen, Chairman of The Hong 

Kong Jockey Club, as our Guest of Honour this year. The Hong Kong Jockey Club 

has always been very supportive of our programmes, in particular those on youth 

work and sex education. With their capital grants, we were able to set up a Youth 

Zone and a Sexual and Reproductive Health Centre in the early 2010s, both of which 

were the first of their kinds in the territories. Since 2008, we have been receiving their 

recurrent grant for running the Community Level Sex Education Programme. In 

addition to those with The Hong Kong Jockey Club, Mr Chen has held numerous 

appointments and public duties across varied fields and organisations. We look 

forward to sharing Mr Chen’s insights in a moment. 

 

The year 2020 has been overtaken by the COVID-19 pandemic, affecting all aspects 

of our daily lives. Medical and health facilities around the world have redirected 

manpower and resources to fight the pandemic, straining the resources for sexual 

and reproductive health services. Lockdowns have impeded people’s access to 

contraceptive services and disrupted the production and delivery of contraceptive 

supplies, leading to shortages which hit the lowest-income countries hardest. Here in 

Hong Kong, our Association unwaveringly performed our priority role: to serve the 

community that needs us most while ensuring the safety and wellbeing of our clients 

and staff. As many non-emergency and non-essential services in hospitals and clinics 

were temporarily suspended or reduced, we strived to maintain our core services of 

providing contraception, counselling for unplanned pregnancy and provision of 

termination of pregnancy. Despite some drop in the overall attendance in our clinics, 

we actually saw a rise in the number of consultations for unplanned pregnancy and 

the number of terminations we carried out. Initiatives such as health assessment over 

the telephone, online sexuality education talks, social media campaigns were 

introduced. While these approaches were in some cases introduced as temporary 

measures or on a pilot basis, their long-term applicability would help ensure the 

Association’s sustainability in the new norm of a post-COVID era.  

 



This year 2020 is the Association’s 70
th

 Anniversary, as you can see from the cover 

of our Annual Report. It is another milestone, but COVID restrictions and social 

distancing measures prohibit us from holding large scale physical celebrations. 

Commemorative activities have therefore been replaced by interactive social media 

messages that are the hallmark of our digital age. I would, however, like to pay 

tribute to a very special volunteer who first served the Association fifty years ago, 

Professor Ma Chung Ho-kei. To those of us who have been taught by her, mentored 

by her, worked with her, even scolded by her, she is unique. In 1970, she joined the 

Association’s Council and Executive Committee. She took up the Chairmanship in 

1973. Throughout the seventies and early eighties she tirelessly served on or chaired 

various Subcommittees overseeing the Association’s clinical services, research, 

personnel, finance and building, statistics and evaluation. Her energy and vision led 

the Association to develop and diversify, championing women’s health and 

advocating youth sexual health services. She became President of the Association in 

1983, a position which she held until 1995 when she stepped down but agreed to 

remain our Patron. In recent years her health has deteriorated, and sadly she is 

unable to be here today to receive a long-service award for 50 years of volunteerism 

with the Association. I know you will all join me in wishing Professor Ma all the 

best.  

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt thanks to Dr Susan 

Fan, our Executive Director who is going to retire next year. Over the past 

twenty-five years, her dedication and hard work have groomed the Association to 

what it is today. She has brought innovative ideas, strategic thinking and practical 

implementation to develop the Association’s scope. She has raised the credibility 

and visibility of the Association in our city as well as the regional space of sexual 

and reproductive health and rights. On behalf of the Association, I wish her a very 

happy retirement. At the same time, I am very pleased to welcome Dr Mona Lam as 

our next Executive Director with effect from 1 January 2021. Dr Lam is a specialist 

in Obstetrics & Gynaecology with good experience in health administration. We 

look forward to a very productive and positive next chapter of the Association. 

 

Finally, I must thank the Government for its continued support, and our donors for 

their generous contributions. My heartfelt gratitude also goes to all the volunteers 

and staff for their dedication and diligence. And thank you all again for coming 

today and for your unfailing support of The Family Planning Association of Hong 

Kong. 


